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The Pres'ident ' . 

The/White House 
Washington, 20500 

Dear Mr". President: * ' 

I am pleased to join witli^the National Planning and Advisory Council 
.of the White House -Conference on Handicapped Individuals in forwa^ing' 
to you this plan of administrative and legislative'action for implemen- 
ting the i?^commendat%pns of the White House Conference on Handicapped ■, 
Individuals, The JJou^i^l has produced an extensive set of .recommended ' 
actions. 



J ... 

The action items are based on the recommendations made ^r^^legates to 
the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals , -^d reflect thai 
accumfUlated experience of- those delegates. 

. ■ . # ■ 

The Plahi prov^Ldes us with a^aluable document that will serve as an lm~ , 
portaiifjs^esource in developing" legislative recommendations--andV program 
initiatives. I am creatirig Vithin the Department a White HouslfeConf erence 
Action Unit to' initiate and monitor the tremendous amount of work that 
must be done to evaluate these .actions steps carefully, to gather' ^he type 
of information necessary to develop them fully, and to draft the detailed 
specif ilUtions. This ^nit' stands ready to provide liaison to the White 
Hofusie and Congress ion^ Staff offices.. 

The National Planning and Advisory Council- and all of our nation's w \ 
citizens who participated ' in *th^iWhlte House Cbnf^ence on Handicapped^ 



^ t''*- ^^--h'^'-ciia 4.11 i-ii^5,rvuxLe npuse ^pnrjjfetice on Handicapped 

Individuals are t^^e th anh^d f^^providing us wfth the direction necessary 

to improve the capacity^f per^ns with disabilities to li^ with full 
satisfaction in our society. \ ^ • . 



Whlt0 House Conference on Handicapped Individuals 



IMPLEMENTATlpN PLAN PRESENTED 
; to tH,E PRESIDENT, CONGRESS 

% 



T^itp goal having a dearly defined public bolicy on hand- 
icapped individuals took a giant step' (^oser .to reality 
i^,ecently when the final Irriplementation Plan developed' 
Irorr^the recommendati6ns of the de)egates^to the Wfiite 
House Conference on Handicapped Individuals (WHCHI) 
•was approved by Secretary of Health, Education, and 
VVelfare Joseph A^^lifapd, Jr.. and formally delivered to 
the President and^^ngress for ispecific action. ' 

The plan iS the cul^jfhation ofjan tJnprecpdented two year 
effort that has involved thousands of handicapped 
individuals, their families* providers of services and other 
advocates (see White House Qonf erence proems, page 6) . 
It is the most definitive documentation ^o*f therieeds and 
required actions of disabled Americans to data. 

^he 420 finat recommendations address in detail the 
health, education, vocation, socral. and econonhicT needs 
of individual^ with disabilities, as well as federal activities 
which mavr impact on the lives of handicapped persons, 
irwjfuding tax policy, urban;,, an'd rurai development, 
transportation, housing, culture and leisure time activities, 
national parks, business and cbmmerc**, and public 
awarene<;s and s^nl;ftivity. ^ 

In his transmittal letter to the President and Cong^-esSj^ 
WHCHI Chairman Henry Viscardi, Jr., called for imme- 
diateattention to the'following areas of concern iderHrfied 
in the^ Implementation Plan* 



s 



Basic to the successful implien]entation of the dple^ate 
. recommendations is the ((^cog(i^W)fl^Th all major' 
initiatives of the unique and^di^iiiic^TTeeds of individuals 
who are handicapped. From" the Adrpinistration and 
Congress these initiatives should include, but not be 
limited to, welfare reform, tax reform, health insurahcp, 
labor and economic reform, ^d social security pro- 
grams. Immediate action should be taken to appoint 
handicapped consumers, as well as-v their 
parents/guardians and organizations representing * 
then'i. to all committees established to deal with these 
is^es at the appropriate administrative levete. 

ERIC ^ t . 



Focal point for the implementation of the actions rec-- 
ommended in the Implementation Plan shall be the es- 
' tal^lishment of a Federal center or office for coordinat- 
ing programs and efforts on behalf of indivcidualis with 
handicaps. The center or office would provide to/ the. 
conduct of the critifcal f unctipns of advocacyt coordina- 
tion, assessment, enforcement, census data collections, 
barrier reimoval, public awareness, and assurance of all 
rights unjder the Civil Rights-Act. ^ 

Equally important, the Ipriplementation Plan c^llsforthe 
designation of afl individual by the President to function 
^ aft the Executive level in the policy and decision making 
' process. This individuaKwou^y be placed' within the* 
Office of the President anOl charged with responsibility 
for coordinating all poltcie^ and administrative activity 
inriivfduals 'with -iiF^hjUtioc; ^nd their 



which"" a'^fecf 
families. 



From these initial actions, the government can begin to 
implement the specific strategies -outlined in thejmple- 
mpntation Plan (see Priority Action Items, page 4). 

Secretary Califano has already announced the formation 
of a seven-person Action Ucilt within DHEW to initiate, 
monitor and evaluate the recommendations in t^e plan, 
and to serve as liaison to the White House and Congres- 
sional staff offices. 



The A'ction Unit wfll be supported by three advisofy 
groups, including a DHEW Intra-Agency Committee;^an 
lnter-.Departmental Task Force; and an Advisory Council 
selected from groups involved in the White House Con- 
ference. Ten Advisory Council members would have 
DHEW's Office of rtum^i Development Serv- 
Office for Handrcapped'^^pviduals wilt also 
program support for evaluation, legislation, and 
(rmation activities. 
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The final recommendations of the White hkiuse Confer- 
ence have beerj grouped to reflect the activities to be per- 
by the Federal. State or local government or the 



> formed 



priy.ate' sector. Spefcific Federal legislation or administra- 
/tivef responsiljilities have jbdien^ assigned for required 
riitjtion. in each of the recpnnmended areas — support of 
.services, research, training, advocacy, enforcenient,^ 
irtformation, etc. Actions for wWch responsibility resides 
with State or locaj government or the private sector have 
been ibentifjed without attemptmg to fix precise responsi- 
bility due-td the differences in processes and procedures 
arnong the many jurisdictions. 

AbOiit 40. percent of 'the final recommendations will 
require the attention of Congress and the Federal Gov- 
erriment. A significant portiopyof 'the actions will Involve 
^ St^te and toca(aovernm(ent,,kncslthB remainder will be'the 
Responsibility the prin/ate sector. ^ 

The Implement3ti\n Plan;has beeh organized to allow the 
reader with a hfiiajorfefervice focus— health, franspbrtation, 
housing, etc.— <o read only that sectiop, 'and understand 
the actiofi desired by the delegates to address those 
particular needs. Major areas of cross-cutting concerns, 
however, are addressed throughout the plan. 

.■^ 

^.• ' ' ' ■ 

.J ' , . 

•Recognition of the Importance of Inter-relati.onships 
among the needs of individuals with bandicap's is pmpha- 
.sized as prerequisite for effective planing of human serv- 
ices and econoniic support systems. Bepresentation of 
'•handicapped individuals at all levels of pbflcy-setiing and 
decisiQn-making, and public awareness and the rijeed for 
attitudinal change a^e also major cross-cutting concerrjS, 
as well as empipyfrment, training, educatibh, human and 
civil rightsi;'' independent and alternati^^e living arrange- 
ments, and attention to the iVique and* special needej of 
some individuals wiJb disattrtnties 

Authors of the Implementation Plarj stress that these 
cros^-cutting concerns do not constitute a costly set of 
initiatives. Comprehensive planning; 'coordination, and 
administrative/management can result^in more efficient 
and cosf-effefctive service delivery systems. Money saved 
through consolidation, redirection, retraining, and rede-* 
ploynaent of existing dollar /and human resources, and 
' better, connmunication among providers of similar , serv- 
ices can be redirected into direct services for which there 
will be an economic return, an increase in pn^ductivity, a 
siehse of self-fulfillment and for many^^ndependencet , 



As^the authors state, "It is simply reasonable and right to 
spend some time, thought and energy in order to address 
these legitimate concerns and rights of Americans wjth 
disabilities." • i , 

'The National Planning anQ Advisory Committee notes, 
; however, /that the findings contained^in the report of the 
White House Conference on.Hani^capped I ndivlduals will 
remain nothing rriore than simply a report unless there Is a 
viable implementation plan and a powerful commitment at 
the National, State and local Jgvels. The Committee* is 
confident that^they have both. 

Plans arei already being made to implement some of the 
recommendations of delegaij^s to the White Housfe Con- 
ference, "A specific list of initiatives recently proposed by 
the White House, a tentative.agenda fpr action by DHEW's 
Rehabilitation Services Administration, and an update of 
activities at the stat^ levef are offered in this issue of 
fhograms for the Handicapped. 

M^embers o\ th^^ White House Conference's National Plan- 
nmg and Advisbry Council, who were the primary authors 
of the Implementation Plan, caution; however, ^that the 

' plan is j.ust a beginning. The^'real effort to insure that 
people with disabilities -are able to ^participate fully in 
society and enjoy fts benefits is s\\i\ ahead. It is a task that 
will require the combmed effort of gov^ernm^ht at aH levels 

^and the support snd 'rwHiverrient of the entire* ontioM to 
succ*^§ri. i 

/' ' ' . ' 

Arf initial printing lof the WHCHI Implementation Plan will 
include automatic distcibiMipn to all participants of Xh^ 
\ White House Conference and aJI Members of Corigress 
Additional distribution has .Viot been det€rmirTt=id at this 
timfj'. ho\vever. soaTiyohe interests in receiving "icrr v 
th*^ lmploment;^tlon Plan should dirf^ctinaniriofr 

Office for Handicapped Individuals. DHEW 
Rc/om 338D Hubert H. Humphrf?y Bu'irliMq 
Washington. D.C 2020*1 • ;. 



Whfte House Conierencp Implementation Plan 

Priority Action Itei/is 



The National Planning and 'AJy4^0iy Couiicil has identi- 
yjied the following priority abmn items among the 810 rec- 
ommendations^ and 142 resolutions passed ^ by the 
delegates to tf^^^jj^ite House Conference on Handi- 
capped individi 



FORMULATION OF NATIONAL POLICY 

^Xbe Administration shall move immediately to fdPfmulate 
and issue a strong statement of national policy to ensure 
that individuals with disabilities may participiate fully in 

' our society with full enjoyment of its benefits 

Formulation of this policy shall include and go beyond 
reference to health, education, vocation, social, and 
economic needs ^ of individuals with df^abilities and 
encompass all Federal activities which interact wfth 
people and which may impact on the lives of persons with 
disabilities, including tax policy, grban and rural develop 
ment. transportation. hous»'>g. rpcreatio'', national p^^rks, 

business ^^><^ <-ofM»Mr>»ro H.^ri pnhlic ftwn»of^o':c nnM 
S<*n<fitivity 

The Administration shall include individuals with disabili- 
ties, their parents or guardians, ahd thoir organi7at!on<? \n 
this formulation of policy 

r 

RECOGNltlON OF THE UNIQUE NEEDS OF 
INDIViDUALS WITH DISABILITIES'^ 

The Administration and th^ Congress shall recognize and 
respond to the. unique and distinct needs of individuals 
with disabilities in all program initiatives and operations, 
including but not limited to welfare reform, \ak policy, 
health insurance, transportation, and housing 

Recognition of these needs is a requisite fpr implementing" " 
the cCncept of independent living in the least restrictive 
environment, the active development and adaptian\to 
technology, and fhe appropriate and most effectiv^^ 
delivery of services 



<** , 
CONSUMER INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING AND 
DECISION MAKING 

Th^Administration shall take immediate action to appoint 
individuals with disabilities, their parents or guardians, 
and persens from organizations representing them to all 
boards, committees, and commissions in decision making 
roles on substantive issues which>mpact on their lives as 
individual citizens. Not less^than one-half of the member- 
ship of such planning and decision making bodies shall be 
consumers with disabitities. Individuals who are aged, ** 
from minority backgrounds, disabled veterans, and 
individuals from rural region*; shall be among those 
selected or appointed. ' --^ 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL PROGRAMS 
COORDINATING CENTER 

The Congress shall establish a Federal center or office, 
with firm statutory authority and adequate funding, to 
coordinate all Federal programs and expenditures on 
behalf of individuals with disabilities. Cente"! functions 
shall include approval authority for fiscal and personal 
aljocatlonjn new and existing programs, continuing 
needs assessment, evaluation of program effectiveness 
using appropriate measures of program outcome, devel-^ 
opment of objectives and standards for program services, 
monltorir^of enforcement of laws affecting handi- 
capped persons, identification of research and personnel 
training needs, development ot legislative recommenda- 
tions, public awareness and advocacy, and assurance of 
equality of opportunity for^ndividuals with disabilities. 
This office shal^, include:* (1 ) a Presidential advisor 
designated as the White House specialist on handi- 
capped -individuals; (2) a National Council of Handi- 
capped Individuals, the member/hip of which phall be 
one-half disabled consumer, one-fourth parents or guard- 
ians af handicapped individuals, and one-fourth from or- 
ganizations and professional persons providing s^l^esX 
^^r^presenting persons who are disabled; and (3) a^b- \. 
fessional Advisory Council composed of designated adr 
ministrators from Federal agencies with lega^ responsibili- 
ti^ t(5 serve handic&f^^ed individuals 



EStABdStiftlENT OF A NATlbNAL CLEARINGHOUSE 
INFORMATION SYSTEM / ^ 

The Federal Government /shall establish a national*'^ 
information clearinghouse dnd information system, with 
adequate resources, to ensure systematic delivery of 
information \0 providers of services at all levels, as well as 
to persons with disabilities, researchers, and the general 
public. An integral part of the nationaf clearinghouse 
would be a public awarerfess. progfarti with maximum 
involvement of individiJals with d^^bilitiesand theirfamily 
members, including disabled persons wHo are aged or 
pn embers of minority groups. The nationaTinformation 
clearinghouse may be a part of the Federal center to be es- 
tablished. 
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NT OF A COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL 
INSURANCE PROGRAM 



The Congress shall ienact a comprehensive National 
><ealth Insurance program to include a minimum of the 
/following: » 

nrredical care of individuals who cannot^ obtain 
medical insurance becaiiS'p' of "pro pxlsting cooHl 
tiohs"; j 

• an expanded program of preventive jmgdfcin*^ in 
health servrces *o prevent di^>^biii*v pvacer^^^*''^^^ 
of disability; ( 

• f^rovlsion that individuals with di«abilitie\ may 

become employed without foqjr r,f U-sir^O hoalth 

insurance benefits; 

provision for hor>^e based care, and «^|ij^roprlate 
^ support services, such as attendants. ?ccpssiblf> 
transportation, prescription rnerlicine *r^d supr^''e*^ 
self-help aids and^e^uipment or device^?; and 

• emphasis on the needs cf persons re^ui' ="0 'nr-n 



IDENTIFICATION OF A SINGLE 
COMPLIANCE/ENFORCEMENT UNIT 

The Administration shall estgj;wsh a single administrative 
unit in the Department of Justke to enforce all civil Vjghts 
• activities related to haridicapped individuals, including all 
sections of f Itle'v of the Rehabilitatio n ^ t of 1973 

AMEND CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL SERVICE ENABLING 
LEGISLATION / 

The Congress shfall (1)'5imend the Civi^Rights Act of 1964 
to include individuals with-<3isabllities, both physical and 
mental, as among these Covered, and shall (2) amend the 
laws governing Federal employnient to extend to the 
disabled job applicant and erriployee the pratectionsi now 
afforded minorities, the aged, and vyomen \ 
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:MOVE DISINCENTIVES TO WORK IN EXISTING 
PROGRAMS y 

The Congipss shall amend Social Sedurity legislation to 
j:emove disincentives to work which currently exist in the 
Supplemental Security Income and the Social Security 
Disability Insurance programs, which arise from defining^ 
"drsability" in terms of ability to earn a minimal amount of 
income. The basic problem becSQjmes magnified when 
hfjch a 'definition also governs acce^^cra wide variety of 
other supportive services, including medical care through^ 
Medicaid and Medicare, respectively. Congrfess shall afso 
increase allowances under these programs to persons 
who are disabled, an^re|jiove the one-third reduction in" 

benefits for pfersons receiving Supplemental Security 

Income who reside in tlqe household of another person. 



CONTINUUM OF BASIC, CAREER TRAINING, AND . 
ACf^ULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

« 

Congress shall establish ^^rograms and priorities which* 
ensure a Continuum of educbtiaaopportunities tailored to^ 
the needs of the disaWed peVs^pregardless of age which 
enables that person to achr^e maximum potential, 
v^^ether it is education of self ir^ order to pronnpte 
healthfu'. enjoyable living, or whether^ it is vocational-in 
'vdpr tn ir\r;rq^sp nptionQ foN^ecopomlc independence 



1980 CENSUS AND RELATED DATA COLLECTION' 

J hp Admirystr?»tion f?hall develop and' fund broad-based 
data collection pffort^ rega^'dir^g pe»<^ons with disabilities 
beginnir^^^ith thp IQsn Census, the 1981 follow-on 
studies and subsequent data and survey efforts The 
census data required on individuals wi*h disabilities shall 
inclu<1^ their niirrtbers. charaOteristic^. ge^graph'^ distri 
bution. age a^ onset. ethn^i.c origin and needs by agp 
groLfJsing from infancy through senescense Data collect 
ed shall be consistent with data r^eeds of service programs 
T^>r yplanning/'jand providi^^g appropriate^ Qprviro9''to 



if^diviriuaiq with disatjilitiel5 




ACTION TO IMPLEMENT RECOMMENOAJlOTJS 
THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 

The Administration shall commit itself to the recbmmen- 
dations of the d^elegates to the White House Conference 
on i^ndicappefcl Individuals, and this implenrierTftation 
plan, as its agerfda for planning and jmplerr/eknting 
programs for individuals with disabilities. In dev'eloprnent 
of the actions called for in the ImplemfentaticJn Ptffn, the 
Administration shall draw on sudft in-dept'h stud/esas the 
recent "Returning tfcie Mentally Handjcap^e^ to/the Com- 
munity." and shaTl institute j immediately/^uch other 
evaluation activities and studes as are necess'iarv for full 
program development and acyon. " * ^ j 

:^ " ■ ■ <^ 5 



^ White House Conterence on Handicapped mWvJ&aah 

Unprecedented Effort of Thousands Led to WHCHI n Implementation Plan 



The krduous procqsl that went IntolKSTTnal Implementa- 
tion Plan of the White House Conference on Handi- 
xapped l/idividuals had its roots in the passageof the 1974 
Am^n<^ents to^he RehabifitatioR Act. The Congress, in 

ire to provfrJe all handicappej* AmericaiWequat op- » 
poTttfAity. equal access, and equal rights, amended the 
original legislation of 1973 to'include. among otherthings, 
the "White House Conference on Handjcaplfed Individu- 
als Act. ' J ^ 

This act authorized and provided funds' for a national 
convention forlhe purpose of assessing the problems of 
handicapped individuals, g'^rating national awareness 
of those problems, and developing recommendations for 
legislative and administrative actions to allow individuals 
with handicaps to live independently, with dignity^ and 
• with integration into community life. 

Half the representatives to this conference were disabled 
persons. 25 percent wer^fparents or guardijps of persons 
with han<;Jicaps, and the rer^alnder were< from service 
^delivery prbgramis.'brganizations of handicapped individ- 
uals, provider organizations, and othef interested individ- 
ual^ or groups. ^ 

. \ 

A 28-mermber National Planning and Advisory Council (f 
]^{NPAC) composeSTof handicapped individuals, educa- ' 
tors, rehabilitation speclailfls, medical personnel, social/ 
workers, gg^ernment officials, and members of families 
that Included relatives with disabilities was c*ated to 
provide guidance forjthe planning, conduct, and follow-up 
_ of th« Conference. \ 

This first pai^ of the Congressionally mandated process 
. called forevery State and territory, including the^Distrlct^f 
Columbia, to cond^ local forums prior to the National 

ERJC • ' . 



^n^erence; Over 100.000 .persons took part in these 
'"nfini-conl&ehcQs," hiekl in 197fe, and iftate than 22,009 
recommenaations wer&^mduce^ ^ 

The National Conferenri^e W||Ls convened in May 1977. OVer 
3700 delegates fromJState conferences. delegatSS^^^ 
large -ffepresenfing minoritieifi and severely disabfed^TV 
alternates, observers, and guests gathered in Washington « 
Jo shape the recorT>mendations of the local forurrts into a 
\iabte national/olicy^ The original recommendations 
were synthesize and prioritized into 3,500 recommenda- 
tions under 2Q7 issues priorto the national meeting. After 
discussion and debate, de^e^tes were then a^ed to vote 
their first, second an<s( third choices of action fitm-among 
these recommendations. The final result of the confer- 
ence was 810 recommendations an<^142 resolutions, 
which were voted on by majr after l^he Conference. 

The National Planning and Advisory Council then 
incorporated these recommendatidns and regulations 
into six papers focusing on health, education, economics, 
social, special and cross-cutting coficerns. which com- 
prls^ed^e Rnal Report of the White House ^Conference, 

With the help of 15 State conference coGirdinators, tJrk 
NPAC further refined the recoirimendktibns of the 
delegates *to the \A/hite House Conference injo a formal 
Implementation Plan. The Plan consists of 420 specific 
recommended actions on the p^rt of Federal. State, and 
local governn^ent and the private sector. 

Finally, theyfrnplementation Plan was reviewed for 
technical- accuracy by a DHEW group appoirtted 'by 
Secretary cAlifano after filial draft approval by the NPAC. 
Presentatio* to the President and the Congress was ac- 
compjished|june^O. 1978. when the Sfetsretary signed the 
transmittal letter. 
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"There remains much 
to be *^-'~-^ " 




By Dtt Victor A. .Galloway 

If . 



' <WHCHtNfltlo nal Pla nning and Advisory Council 



A little dver a year has passed since delegates represent- 
ing handicapped citBtens across the counlry met lat the 
White HOusjB Conference on Handicapped Individual^. 
The enthusiasm, fexciternent. and common voice that was 
then shared by those delegates as theycaucused for votes 
and support has abated somewhat. Their recommenda- 
Mions.jheir in^fhl^ment. their-spiritand intense effort have 
been encased within the massive conference Finai'Report, 
which stands pn shelves across the nation as a 'Silent 
reminder of thpse^ dramatic^ and historical days. In some u 
quarters the silence is deafening because of its»stark 
• contrast to th^ noise ancl^^terepiUh^ ^ apd was 

the conference at which .hanclicapped indi^duals and 
their ab|vbgates assembled their;|egislative anfl.^idminis- 
trative rfepohnmendatrons. ^ 

Thirty-^even hundred p^le representing thirty-five mil- 
fion jTtfentally and pi^^ically disabled Americans met 
during that weei< in May. The conference was bbth the 
- culmination of years of preparation t(y individuals and 
advocacy groigs who sought to focus^national attention 
on the needs ^d rights of handicapped individuals, and 
the beginning of legislative and administrative program- <f 
mmg and action designed to rectify past wrongs and 
_ ensure that our handicapped citizens are provided equal 
status and protection under our laws. Y^t, this year the 
action has been replaced by a sense of anxiety that the 
momentum that was so intense during the conference may 
have receded . . . anxiety resulting from the less visible 
and less dramatic nature of the implementatioti process. 
Progress has, however, been made. The implementation 
of the recommendations and fulfillment ot commitments 
made.br^^ politteal and administrative leaders have 
begunK - ^ 

The greatest impact of the Conference has probably been 
qt the state level. Several states have akeady held fojlbw- 
uptx^nferences. These conferences have focused on their 
previous j^ecomcnendations and the success with which 
these recommendations were adopted at the National 
CofiMulipe, Imgact has also coatinued to be felt^at the>^ 

<M^ional level In the areas of transportation and housing. •'^ 
President Carter's recent reiteration of his support for the 
Trahsbus is an example of the continued effectiveness of* 

"*the. White House Conference. Ms. Patricia Harris. Secre- 
tary of HUD, who voiced^trong support for housing for 
handicapped individuals at the conference, has beep 
responsible for a number of pieces of legislation that seel< 
to implement her support. 

The* surge of interest and support for Section 504 has^ 
^ndoubtedly been the result of the momentum get^erated 

ERiC 



by the White House Conferen\;0, as was th& ^upp^N^-; 
demonstrated for the c<^ept of GIviJ Rights foV the hSfi§r 



icapped. However, these exambtes of individual. inTtil- 



a^i 

tives and programming have been dimmed by'theTael 
decisive action at the federal level. The e$tab|l|hmehV5f 
the interim Action Unit which was to b^Sr^ee the 
irhplementation activities during this year . has only 
recently begun. Appointments-to this interytTgrp;u"p have 
been hampered by Feder^ personnel, cailings; only 
because of the commitmenF^ Mr. Robert' Humphreys, 
Cojjimlssioner of RSA has somep^ogress been made With 
the staffing of this gfoup. ' , 

The reorganization of RSA has al^ hamp^i^d the 
implementation ^pf the White House^Qonfe/enc^Ve^m 




mendations. Time and effort have Men, div^rt^d Jroin 
legislative and admirtistrative 4/iit^tlves^ .r^^^ the 
implementation effort to concerns ove^; Of ginizatipnqil^ 
structural matters. Instead of thedynaiWd Jiaade/shipand 
direction the conference participantsl^ad-expepted at.the 
federal^^vel there has emerged actiylty Snd energy 
concerned with maintainirig a hoJdirig pattern while (he. 
RSA reorganization is completed • ^ 



A new s^iurce of anxiety has emerged in tl^e*, forrh.of 
Proposition 13 in California. Legislators across The 
country are taking another hard look at their state 
priorities. The Center for Independent Living In Berkel^V. 
a model program, has been one of the victims of the 60^ 
cut in property taxes in (California. The Center's budget 
was reduced by 25%. The number of existing prograYnsfor ' 
handicapped persons in other states that will also face 
reduced state allocations is at the present a perplexing 
unknown. 

V 

Although there have been setbacks in the imi»tetmentation 
of the White 4-iouse Conference r^commeoaations, the 
commitment and support of ' the Administra^on and ^ 
Congress have not lessened- There, remains much tp be 
done to perpetuate the influence and impact eminatin^ 
from the White House Conference. Handicapped individu-. 
als and their advocate^ must renew their efforts and not 
become discouraged by implementation €|ffortsthu^facfif 
the fpetivation and egthusiasm that existed during thfe 
Conference can be regained, then ttjg^ goals established at 
the Conference can be achieved, v • s 



Dr. Galloway is Dirgctor^of th^ Division 0/ Edueatldn, 
Model Secondary School for the Deaf, Gall^udet College* 
Washington,'^. C. 



# The RehabilK^o^ Services Adminrstratibh 
Plans for The Future: A Teptatlve Agenda 



SThe design' of new Federal systems to meet the compre- 
hensive needs of handfcaAped individuals must await the 
, development of a natwfriai, coordinated policy. In an 
earlier concept paper on the problems, needs, and 
approaches to solutionsfordisafiled Americans, however, 
' Robert R. Humphreys, Commissioner of DHEWs Rehabil- 
• Services Administration (RSA). strongly recom- 

* m^ded some major new initiatives in legislation and ad- 
ministrative action that can bring more rationaflty 
coherence, and efficiency to the Federal Government's 
■ efforts to begin to build the capacity for providing a 
, nationwide service network for handicapped people. 

'J , Commissioner Humphreys believes that the r^organiza- 
' •. tion of the Office of Human Development Services, which 
p. ^includes RSA,' has established the structural frameworl< 
necessary to begin this effort. Pending the specific rec- 
omm^datiorjs of the DHcW Action Unit and the three 
_ supporting- advisory councils, RSA is tentatively looking 
■ toward implernentation of new concepts in a number of 
|f ' areas. 

1 S ' ^ ' 

> ' Thr^ major legislativi^initiatives have been presented to 
if the Congr^s as prop'&Sfils to amend and extend the 
^ , Rehabi^tatipn Act and the beveiODT^ntal Disabilities Act. 

' As of this- writing, these and ofther proposals are still 

" pending in Congress. If passed," the Administration s 
f proposals will fill major gaps in services to people with 
djsabflities^ and will build capacities in communities. 

. States' -and the Federal GoS^brnmbn^ for developing a 

, cdmprehensive service network, rhey are 

\ 

Independent living rehabilitatior*|Ji8rvices will beee- 
tablished. first on a^Jimited scale through project 
grarjts. , 

• Community baeed information and technical assist- 
ance -centers ^^11 be T^stablished in each region 'to ^ 
assist local governmenf^in meeting the needs of 
djs9bled residents. 

• An expand^ system of government-industry interac- 
tion to provfde jobs to disabled people wTtl be 

y initiated^ with natic^^ guidance and direction pro- 
vided by^gSi^^hich vvlll plan and build a vveb plsudh 
interactiop^^pss the nation. ' ' 

\ ^ ' ^ ' ' 

Commission^f; Humphreys note3. however, that thdte 
legislative proposals are quite modest, and will not begin 
to meet the total need. The;^ represent a beginning, and 
a "national commitment to'prd^e a continuum of care for 
our disabled citizens." 

r - 

v.* 
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Some additional new directions currently being explored- 
are: 

• Working toward a fully coordinated Head St^rt-$p^,; 
cial education-vckational^edacation-vocatipndr t^e- 
>grOTn, 



habllitation program, nationwide. 

• Undertaking a comprehensive natipp^^ sufVey of 
dfeability and service needs, with-cons^qii0ht devel^^' 
ppment of a national data system on dfeigiljillty.' 

• Mounting a major outreacti and referral pfpg ram w:ith' 
respect to disabled individuals who are egreg)(xjsly 
underserved— those with multiple handloipai^f phys- 
ical or mental disability combined with Quitbrai -and 
economic deprivation: 

• Creating a coordinated program of deinstitutionalizar 
^ , tion involving tran&jtional living;? group homes, apd 

habllitation and^)4bilitation services. - 

• Eliminating disincentives.to rehabjiitation, ihcluBrn^" 
the retention of Medicare-Medicaid beiVefitsand food 

^ stamps after eijiployment. ' -] 

' • Supporting legal asisrstaqce centers for the disabled 
to protect their rights undfer Title V of the Rehabilita- 
tion Act. 

• Establishing a nationwide system of client assistance 
programs so that through omsbudsmeh. disabled 
individuals will be able to "fight the systqm" to obtain 
the fullest possible service benefits. 

• Del^onstrating new approaches to meeting the 
transportation ^nd residential needs of disabled 
people. 

• Initiating a cooperative research effort in central 
nervous system (spinal cord) regeneration, and in 
areas of disability prevention, amelid^alion. and 
treatment. 

• Ad(ppting new focus for international rehabilitation 
interchanges to take advantage of technologft:al and 
service^Jelivery innovations of developed nations. 

• Exploring way^ to meet the need for new or renovated 
rehabilit^n facilities and physical improvelhents in 
institutions wViich house physicalJy and mentally 
disabled-people. 

i^umphreys says th^t the potential now exists for dramat- 
ic 'breakthroughs for disabled Americans, and adds, "We 
must have the will and the determination to see to it that 

; being' disabled in America Is not a continuation of that 
which has gone on before. We must, as a government, 
rei^iforce our commitment to meet head-on one of the 

, major ^challenges of our day—bringing into the main- 
stream of American society a vulnerablev and precious 
human, resource— ^e millions of disabled citizShs in our 
land. ^ 



IWhite House Initiatives 



\ . . ■ ' .. . V 

OMring the Presidentiial campaign and in several public 
statements in thejast year and a half , President Carter has 
expressed his strong desire to see the role of the Federal 
Government in helpitig handicapped perspns significantly 
enhancpd. Progress has been made in this area — namely 
' Section 504/of the Rehabilitation Act and the Eckicatlon for 

'/All: Handicapped Children Act — but much remains to be 

"^'done. , . . 

The White Hpuse has pledged its full effort in fulfilling 
those past commitments, pnd recently liste^ 3ix specific ' 
initiative areas involving complex interageney coordina- \ 
tlon designed td) improve health care for handicapped ; 
people. In^follow-up letters to all Cabinet, Secretaries jn ■ 
Juno, the White House requested that each Secretary- 
designate sjaff for their departments to work on the • 
following is§}jes: 

1 . Evaluate the need for continuing the,present 29 month 
Medicare waiting period requirement, * 

2. Evaluate' and propose approacijes to improve and 
integrate resewch and development efforts government- 
wide. ' ^ • ' 

3. EvaliCiate pfesent efforts and propose new methods to 
encourage deinstitutionalization (independent living) 
through the furnishing of addi.tibnal support services and 
the training and hiring of auxiliary health workers and^ 
aid6, including urjemployed handicapped workers. 

4. Propose an Interagency action plan for obtaining 
' Senate ratification of the Florence Agreement— an agree- 
ment whfch would facilitate the free flow among countries 
of products and materials for physically and mentally 
handicapped 'persons, with alt trade barriers eliminated. 

5. Evaluate present efforts and propose improved ways to 
encourage more medical students to enter rehabilitative 
medicine, and to integrate into the general curriculum>an 
awafeness of the needs of handicapped patients, 
e.yPrepare an interagency .plan; with options for assuring 
effective government-wide coordination of handicapped 
programs and policies, inoludthg foHovy-up to the White 
House Conference on Handicapped Individuals. 



ERLC 



White H0US9 Conference on ^ 
Handicapped Individuals I 

PUBLICATIONS 



Volume I: Awareness\PapQrs: Twenty-four back- 
ground and reference papers In a 466 page^ bound 
volume prepared for Conference delegates by 
subject matter authoritfes to serve as basic resource 
material for discussions during ^e Corference. 
Papers concern (he problems and needs of persons 
with; liandicappin^ conditions, 

' Single copies are available from the Offide for 
Handicapped Individuals, DHEW.338D Hubert H. 

' Humphrey iBuilding. Washington. D.C. 20201. 
Include a self-addressed mailing label. 

Volume fl: yFinal Report: Three separately bound 
sections totaling 797 pages: 

Part Ai'Principal dc^ument of Finai Report citing in 
abbreviated^ fashion the top three recommenda- 
tions in ^ach is^ue under the topic areas of Healthy. 
Education, Social, Economics, Special and Miscel- 
laneous Concerns, as voted upon by delegates at the 
Confe^nce in May 1977. In Addition, summaries of 
the hisraD/ of the Conference, the Open Forum, and 
Special ^^tings and Seminars are presented. 188 
page bound volurner^ 

Part . B: Statistical section of the F/na/ Report. 
Included are statistics relating to Conference 
attendance, financial data, types of disabling vjgii, 
conditions ^represented by delegates and denjb- 
'^^i'aphic voting charts, 

Part C: Listsalhrecommendations and all resolutions 
as passed by mail vote by delegates following the 
Conference. Names of State Direqtors. Conference 
Delegates, and Attern§ites are listed by state and 
^ territory. Also listed are •Delegates-at-Large, ^^20 
page bound volume. 

Available for purchase at $1 6^50 f rom the Superin- 
tendent of Documehts, U,S. Government Printing 
Offtep. Washington.. D.C. 20402. Order by dojcu- 
mQ^!?name and stock number 040-000-00388-6. 
MOTE: Volume II is available only in boxed sets, . 
Individual parts of Volume II are not available for 
purchase through the Government Printing Of- 
fice. .1 

• 

A 140 page summary and review of the Finat Report 
has been prepared and is available free while 
supplies last. Send self-addresfeed rftailing label to 
Final Report Summary, Offfce for Handicapped 
Individufis, DHEW/'^.338Df Hubert H. Humphrey 
Building. Washington. D^b. 20201. 
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Whne Hou^e Conference' 



State Activities Update 



by David PfeTffer, Ph.D. 

Massachus^ts State Director of the ^ 

Whtte House Conference on Handicapiped^dividuals 

, / . — - 

(The following report was presented by Dr, Pfeiffer to the 
President's Committee on Employment oythe Handi- 
capped, Washington, D,C., May 4, 1978i^^^ 

Progress in implementing the recommendatians of the 
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals is 
pharacterizecl^ by a slow yet a steady pace. Social and 
political change in our system usually occurs in incre- 
ments and that lswhat ishappening now. The Final Report 
•of the White House Conference on the national level was 
presented to Rosalynn Carter and several Members of 
Congress in a White House ceremony on March 2nd of this 
year . At that time, mar^ persons said that implementation 
efforts must begin immediately, th'e Final Report find the 
Implementation Plan must not. it was repeatedly said; be 
relegated to a dusty shelf in the archives. We. the members 
of the handicapped community, are taking upon ourselves 
the .task of ensuring that activity on the federal level is 
Initiated and carried through. 

Interwoven with the implementation of White House Con- 
ference recommendations are two key pieces of federal 
legislation: Section 504 oT the Rehabilitation Act of 1.973 
and Public Law 94-142, the Education for All Handi- 
capped Children Act. These acts are of major'concern also 
to the governors of various states. As a result, the National 
Governors* Association established a Program for the 
Handicapped Implen^ptation Working Group under the 
auspices of the Comnrilttee on Human Resources which Is 
chaired by Michael Dukakis. Governor of Massachusetts. 
The Working Group will assess the implications of the 
various pieces of federal legislation concerned with hand- 
icapped individuals— especially Section 504 and P.L. 94- 
142— and the White Houser Conference recommenda- 
tions, It will then attempt to tievise viable mechanisms for 
meeting the responsibilities qevolving upoT^hestates as a 
result of this legislation, M^. Rita Hull. C^jWtJr of the 
Michigan . Commission on Employment of the Handi-^ 
capped, will ehair this group. A delegate to the White 
• House Conference held last May. Ms. Hull's present duties 
include serving as the Michigan State Directorof the Con- 
ference, 
O 
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Michael Giampietro 

Associate Director in Massachusetts of the 
White House Conference on Handicapped IndivicJuals. 



A great deal of activity Is taking place on the st^ level, h 
an attempt to gather data, Ms, Marilynne Tilson. Assistar 
to the Deputy ExecufTve Director of the President' 
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped;obtainei 
written statements from ten states and from Puerto Rice 
These memoranda were supplemented by.telepHbm 
interviews with leaders of the handicapped community ii 
seven other states, A sample^f 30% of the 56 states am 
territories Is thus representiad In this survey. Although oni 
must be cautious when inferring from the sample to thi 
. larger population in this type of survey, it must be notec 
that these results correspond jwith the 'Isiluatioh a: 
perceived by persons who are active nation-wide^ state 
wide, and locally in advoca^g the implementation of thi 
White House Conference re5^5mimendations. ^ 

Every state reported that groups of hanclicapped person: 
. were pushing for the implementation of White Hotise Con 
ference recommendations and that, as a result, actions 
were being taken within both the legislative and executive 
branches. Legislation was parsed in 65% of the states 
' South Dakota, with at least 35 pieces of Idglsl^ttion, anc 
Maryland, with 12. led the way. New Hampshir^anc 
California— while not part of the sample— h&ve atec 
passed numerous pieces of legislation. In additior 
legislation is introduced and in process in 59% of th€ 
states, in 53% of the states, legislation is being preparec 
for introduction, A humber of states (71%) mentioned tha" 
action had been undertaken through executive orders pi 
policy directives. Every state reported either that legisla- 
tion was being prepared, had been introduced or passed, 
and/or that executive action Ijiad be^n undertaken. 

While many states have had architectural barriers codes ir 
effect for a longtime, the White House Conference 
spurred 53% of the states to pass legislation creating or 
improving such regulations. -New Jersey, for example, 
promulgated what its leaders believe to be the most strin- 
gent set of accessibility regulations in the qj^ion. Prince 
Georges County became the first local governmental unit 
in nhe State 'of Maryland to pass strong architectural 
barriers legislation. In South Dakota. Jegislation was 
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NOTICE 



As Ipartrcipant 6*r interested party in the White House Conference on Handi- 
cappi^d Individuals, you have been included in this special mailing of Programs 
for the Handicapped. We hope you have found the information on follow-up , 
activities to the White House Conference helpful. 

> If you wish to remain On the mailing lists of the White Houses- 
Conference on Handicapped individuais 

a»|d/or 

'Programs for the Handicapped Newsletter, you must fill out 
this form and mail it to us! 

Programs for the Handicapped is published bimonthly, without charge by the 
Office for Handicapped Individuals,' DhEW. Our objective is to bring you 
news,/Ofi all activities ef the Federal Government concerning handicapped 
individuals, and to publicize both private and public resources serving handi- 
capped persons. • ' . • 



Instructions For Filling Out Page iil 



— FIRST: Fill out items A.;fr an4 C on page lil. 



- jT 




^ Item A: Mark ihe bcjx oi boxes thai apply to^you as a icader of^ograrns for tht Handicapped, 

Example: If you arc the parent of a handicapped d;ild and you also work with an information and referral 
, agency to help otl^r parents^find services for their chiJdren^ou ^ould check box a and box 1,. ' 

Item B: hill in ihe blocks tor Item B with you name and addrcss*Lcave one sj^ce blank between Wbrds 
Example: 



cen- 



TITLE 



im 



SIMTTTTTH 



FIRST NAME AND MIDDLE INITIAL 



LAST NAME 



E 1 RE CTOIR 
















BUSINESS TITLE 


HUMIAIN StR 


V I ICES 


s 


F 


C 








1 


r — = — 1 — T — = — TT — =-i 1 — — — — — , — — , 


DIVISION 














iAJ.AX RESEARCH 


1 N 


C ' 








I 


_ Jl. 


ORGANIZATION 


















AV 


f: 




T' 1 T 





V. 



j 



STREET. ROUTE, OR BOX NUMBER. STREET NAM^ 



fi lDIAILILIAfS 



mi fgrriGRim 

STATE ' ZIP 



CITY ^ 
(Note: The acceptable abbreviations for each state are listed at the bottom of page iv.) 



Item C: Mark one or both boxes. 



SECOND: C ut along the dotted line between pages ii and iii. 

Then fold page iv to reveal the return address and postage. 
Staple once, at bottom of page iv. 



THIRD: Mail back to us no postage necessary. 
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Send Tills Page Biiclic To 




ITEM A 



Check 
f 



tegbry*&f readefyou are: (check all that apply) 



•a. 
b. 
c. 
± 
e. 
f. 

g- 
h, 
i. 

j:^ 

k. 
1. 
m 

o. 



□ Handicapped individual or family member 

□ General public . * 

□ Professional working iK-eefvice^ograms (what kindf! J. 

□ Government, Federal j 

□ " , State ' ) 

□ " \' Local or other 

□ Voluntary national organization (or one of its chapters) 

□ Voluntacy sta^e or local cffganization of or for the disabled 

□ College or univei 

□ Other schools - publTt^w-paialfi- 

□ Library (wh^it kind? 



□ Information provider to others 

□ Media/writer/communicator by profession 

□ International 

□ NONE OF THE ABOVE: I am 



ITEM B 



TITLE 



FIRST NAME AND MIDDLE INITIAL 



STREET, ROUTE OR BOX NUMBER, STREET NAME 



2 
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BUSINESS TITLE 


3 
























































DIVISION 
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ORGANIZATION 




5 




1 












1 




1 

































LAST NAME 



CITY 



STATE 



ZIP 



ITEM C: 

' Q I wish to remain on the mailing list to receive any further 

information on the White Ho<^e Conference on Handicapped Individuals 

. ■ ^ .. 

n 1 would like to continue to receive Programs for the bfandicappecJ 
newsletter. *^ 
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. 7old. Tills PJtge lib Tliirds And Staple To Close. Bfr-Sure Address And 
^os^age Are Showing. On Tlie Outside OiT Tbe Folded Slieet 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 
EDUCATION, AND WEUFARC 



WAtHiNaroN. o.c. 2O20t 
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Postage af>d Fees Paid 
U.S. Department of H.Erw 
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TO. Clearinghouse 

Office for Handicapped Individuals, DHHW 
338-D Hubert Humphrey Building 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Aim; PFH mailing list \ . 



yAbbrcvia lions for the " 
states (use in ITb.M B. line 4) 
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Name 

ALABAMA 

ALASKA 

ARIZONA 

ARKANSAS-r** 

C ALII ORfflA 

COLORADO 

CONNECTICUT 

DtLAWARE 

DISTRICT 01 COLUMBIA 
f-LORIDA 
Cil.ORCilA 
HAWAII 
IDAHO 
ILLINOIS 
JNDIANAt 
. IOWA . 
KANSAS 
Kt.NTUCKY . 
LOIHSIANA 
MAINE 
MARYLAND 
MASIACHUSITTS 

v)>wm;AN 

MINN! SOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 



Abbfevialton 

AL 
, AK 
M 
AR 
CA . 
CO 
CT 
Dl. 
D< 
I L 
GA 
HI 
ID 

IL - 

IN 

lA 

KS 

KY 

LA 

Mh 

MD 

MA 

Ml 

MN 

MS 



Name 

MISSOURI 

MONTANA 

NEBRASKA 

NtVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

NEW JERSEY 

NEW MEXICO 

NEW YORK 

NORTHCARCmr^'/^ i 

NORTH DAKOTA" 

OHIO 

OKLAHOMA 

ORF.GON 

PENNSYLVANIA 

RKbDl ISLAND 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

SOUTI^ DAKOTA 

TENNESSEE 

Tl XAS 

UTAH 

VERMONT 

VIRGINIA 

WASHINGTON 

WI ST VIRGINIA 

WISCONSIN 

WYOMING 



AbbrcviaMon 

MO 
MT 
NE 

NV * 
NH 
NJ 
NM 

nI' 

■ NC . 
ND 
OH 
OK 
OR . 
PA ' 
Kl 
SC 
SO 
TN 
TX 
UT 

vf 

VA 
WA 
WV 
Wl 
WY 
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passed requiring that voting places, drivers license 
examination static^s *and buildings nevJiy constructed or 
rernodeled with public funds be made accessible. Survey^ 
'or)^ accessibility were conducted in 65% of the states'. 
Progress occuj^;^ in Idaho wherelocal %dvocatesand the 
Mayors' Committees have taken upon themselves the 
responslbllitv tor monitoring compljarice with the state's 
architectural barriers legislation. [ 

The changing of public attltudes^towards handicapped 
persons is a matter which receives a grfeat deal of 
attention. Awareness campaigns were carried out in 7\% 
of the states. In Maryland, the Frederick daifT'newspapers 
run a regular column devoted to the activities of handi- 
capped citizens. Te^evision stations in Baltimore present 
news stori6s. interviews, and myrti^Dart features about the 
concerns and activities of hancJi^apped people. In South- 
ern California, Advocacy for Handicapped Citizens, Inc .a 
group in which White House Conference delegates are 
involved, received a grant to produce films on the rights of 
handicapped individuals. 

In the.area of civil rights, there has also been activrty The 
grotectipn and advocacy System for developmentally 
disabled persons^ which is mandated by Federal law. is 
functioning in 71% of these states. ^Legislation relating to 
civil rights Qf handicapped individuals was passed in 
47% of the states. Demonstrations and/or edui^ation 
campaigns concerning civil rights tooR place \r\ 47% of the 
states. Arizona reported a problem in defining the legal 
. xiass *>handlcapped person," while F:lorid& passed a very 
strong civil rights act concerning handicapped individu- 
als. ' ^ 

Many states (65%) Initiated changes m order t<xmeei the 
cOTimunlcatlon needa of deaf and hearlng4lmpalred 
"I'peraons. Massachusetts. New Jersey,, and Georgia estab- 
lished offices to advocate on behalf of deaf citizens. Also. 
35% of the states passed reforms designed to aid blind arvd 
vision impaired persons. 

Only a small amount of activity was rep'orted'm the White 
HoLise Conference issue areas of recreation, cultural 
programs, health, and Special problems of har^dicapped 
veterans and special populations. Only 41% of the states 
described achievements relating to lejsure and cultural 
activities, and 35% tqfd of actipn in the health field . Whatis 
pcobably the first respite care law in the nation was passed 
in Maryland. Beds and personnel iTi certain state institu- 
tions are now available for respite care. In Massachusetts, 
agency regulations are being prepared for the same 
purpose. In Arjzona there is a new emphasis on early 
- diagnosis and interventipn. 

Economic problems, however, received a great deal of 
attention. In 29% of the states, important ci^vil service 
reform occurred. In Maryland, an executive order called 
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for the hiring of N^nOicapped employees by thB^tat© while^^^ 
authorizing job modification and the provisions of special 
equipment. Changes were also ma^ in the form and ttie ] 
ifidministration of cofhp^titive e.xaV^s ^or state jobs. 
Balti/nore now runs a federally funded priot prograin for , 
the training and placement- of handicapped wofl^ers. 
Legislation in Maryland regarding tax relief; helfr'toTX 
health related costs, and a broader range of services is j 
pending. State equal employment opportunity programs / 
were established in some states and affirn4ative action <f 
programs were created in others to give a total of 53% of 
the states. Other examples of action relating to economic 
matters occurred in 47% of the states. South Carojjna. for 
example, set upa trainmgconferejice for allstate agencies 
and now is planning Anolfier for all municipalities in the 

(See State Activiiies. page 20) 



Industry-Labor Council 
To Hold Fall Seminars 



The Industry-Labor C(^^cil of the White House Confer- 
ence on Handicapped Individuals will hold a series of sem- 
inars, conferences and workshops'to commence in the 
FalLot 1978. The meetings will deal with med\cal-legal 
aspects of employment of handicapped individuals and 
attitudes toward the disabled worker. 

r 

The lndustry-|Labor Council was formed in 1976 lo 
explore both /the problems and the opportunities for 
'employment of the nation's handicapped persons. The 
Council currently exists as'a project of the national Center 
on Employment of the Hsindieapped» a part of the Human 
Resources Center in Afbertson, New York. Dr. Henry 
Viscardi, Jr.. Chairman of the'WhiteHouseConferenceon \ 
Handicapped Individuals, is President of. the Human 
Resources Center. 

The Council is co-chaired by Charles H, Pillard, President \ 
of the internatipnal Brotherhood of. Electrical Workers, 
and A. Dean Swift President of Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
Membership presently includes over one hundred labor, 
unidjjs and corporations, • 

For more information on the Council's upcoming semi- 
nars and workshops, contact Charles A. Lindberg, Indus- 
try-Labor Council, Human Resources Center, Albei^son, 
N.Y. 11507, telephone (516) 747-5400, extension 275. A ' 
limited supply of the Council's published report to the 
White House Conference, Steps: Handicapped Workers 
and Today's Labor Market, is also available. Send a self- 
addresse^mahing label to Mr. Lindberg at the above 
address. i 
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Prei^arations Underway for 
White House Conference oh ' 
Library and Information Services 

V by Helga Roth, Ph.D.. Director, QHI Clearinghouse 




Preparations are in full swing for a White House Confer- 
ence on Library arid Intorm^tipri Services to be held In 
Washington, D,C., October 28-November 4, 1979. The 
-goal of the conference is to develop a National Program 
for Library and Information Services to correct current 
deficiencies, address future requirements, and coordinate 
and reinforce all Federal and State efforts to support local 
and specialized Information services. 

As in the case of the White Hbuse Conference on Handi- 
capped Individuals, State conferences will be conducted 
prior to the National Conference, and will provide the 
ideas and issues which will shape the content of the 
national agenda. States are already contacttng Interested 
parties and -are condijcting public hearings or "Speak- 
puts" to drum up support for their conferetfices, most of 
which will be held between August igzeanjilApril 1979. (A 
few states have already completedJttwtl'^nferences.) 

Under the auspices of the state/territorial library agency, 
42-member planning committees are being established to 
organize and conduct the two and a half day state confer- 
ences. Participants will be drawn from a broad cross- 
section of the D^jpulatlon, a third of which will represent 
the library/information community. Official delegates vyill 
number between 100 and 400 in addition to alternate 
delegates ancJ non-voting delegates such as honorary 
Invite'es and guests. From these ranks will come the 568 
voting delegates fpr the national White House Confer- 
ence. 

The delegates will examine and idefYitify. the needs, 
problems, and issues of thQir states and territories, and 
make policy, and program recommendations which 
contain specific plans to address and resolve these issues. 

The framework for the issues to be developed by the state 
conferences will conform to the following national 
program goals: 

1 . Ensure that basic library and information services are 
adequate to.meet.the needs of all local communities. 
(Information operations in the community should be 
reviewed In ord6r to determine whether they can 
mept the basic information needs, e.g., where handi- 
capped people can get services.) 

2. Provide adequate special services to sp'^lal consti- 
tuencies including the unserved. 
(Handicapped consumers may wish to explore 
whether informa't/on Is available In other. than the 



printed media so as not to exclude the visually hand- 
icapped, or whether libraries are accessible to 
individuals in wheelchairs.) 

3. Strengthen existing statewide resources- an sys-. 
' tems. 

^(An obviqus Suggestion would be: Do you live in a 
state which provides very inadequate,funding to its 
Itbniries and how does that Impact on yOu?) 

4. Ensure basic and continuing education of personnel 
essential to the implementation pf a national pro- 
gram. ^ 

(Handicapped individuals may ask whether the 
Information providers and librarians are sensitive to 
handicapped individuals, and whether these profes- 
sions are open to the handicapped.) 

6. Coordinate existing Federal programs of library and 
Information sarvice. • 

(Examine the Federal role in library and information 
services and some of the confusion created by 
categorical funding patterns.) 

6. Encourage the private sector (comprising organiza- 
tions not directly tax supported) to become an active 
partner in the development of the National Program. 
(Since many of the voluntary organizations servfng 
the handicapted provide important information serv- 
ices', they wH^ant^to get involved in the National 
Program.) ^ 

7. Establish a lo6us of Federal responsibility charged 
with implementing the national network and coordi- 
nating the national program under the pplicy guid- 
ance of the National Commission, 
(Information services have no "home" in the Federal 
Government, which adds to the problem of coprdjna- 
tion. It is higfftime the Federal Government put major 
responsibility forlnformation and its development — 
which proceeds at an ever more rapid pace — on a 
recognizable entity which looks at the total picture, 

^ replacing the piecemeal treatmgpt by separate de- 
partments.) ^ * 

8. Plan, develop, and implement a nationwide network 
of library and information service. 
(Networking of existing services would eliminate 
some of the geographic /injustices" which make for 
vast differences in services according to localities.) 

(continued on page 13) 
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Progress In rnformatioa 
Networking V 



. 'Rehabilitation professionals 'from throughout the couritrt 
■ gathered In Washington. D.C., recentiy to iay the grounk 

work for a major "Informati.on Network" for the field^ol^ 

rehabilitation. 

The two-day conference, co-sponsored by the National^ 
Rehabilitation Information /Center (NARiC) Md the 
Clearinghouse on the HWidicapped (OHh/DHEW), 
brought together for the first time some 100 information U 
provi^rs from a variety of programs tunded by DHEW'yr 
Rehablil^tion Services Administration . (RSA). " | 

Particip^ts included information producers/c^issemina- 
tors like the Regional Rehabilitation Research Institutes, 



(continued from page 12) 

We are all consumers of information obtained through 
libraries or any of the multitude of different information 
operations. Having access to information maybeliiej^ally a 
matter of life or death In medical decision-making or 
simply enhancing the quality of our lives ia mining the 
cultural riches of our libraries. We cannot aMord not to 
have our voices heard when the issues of availat)ility of 
services, aqcess to services, or quality of services are 
being debated. 

Handicapped individuals have many information needs 
which are not or are onJy poorly met at present. Hopbfully, 
state and national conferences will provide anpppiortuni- 
ty to bring these needs to general attentipn and to recom- 
mend appropriate strategies to improve^ library. arKJ 
information services to the handicapped.' J v 

The Clearinghouse on the, Handicapped is preparing a 
package of information and library recommendations 
from the White House^t Conference on Handicapped 
Individuals which wijt be"ser)t to all state conference 
coordinators. ■ , " • 

People Interested in participating can'contact the state 
llbracy::agency or write to: 

Miss Jean-Ann South 

Program and Planning Consultant 

Wl|t^ House Conference on Library ^ 

and Information Sep/ices 
1717 K Street, N.W., Suite 601 
Washlngton/D.C. 20036 
Telephone: (202) 653-6252 
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the RehabilK|ition Ehgineering Centers, and the Re-^ 
search and Training Centers; information users/dissemi-' ^ 
nators suQh as the State focational rehabilitation informa- " 
iion research utilization personnel or vocational rehabili- 
, tatio.n librarians; and programs whose total focus is 
information gathering,and.dissemination like theMationaf ^ 
Clearinghouse of Rehabilitatipn Materials or the Materials ' 
Development Center. ' 



The purpose of the confere 
formal linkages between tl 
mcufe effective use of in 
funded activities. This co 
RSA Commissioner Robe 
an opening address that a 
significantly contribute to 
rdisabted/* a major goal of his 



nee was to develop more 
ams in order to make 
generated by RSA- 
clearly supported by 
hreys, who stated in 
ation network would 
national policy forthe 
administration. 




For two days, par^iqipants discussed the network concept 
and possible strategies under which such a formalized 
network would operate. It was recognized, however, that 
the basis of success lies in cooperative efforts and the es- 
tablishment of an ongoing up-to-date system of informa- 
tion retrieval and dissemination. Optimally, a network 
should make information more -accessible to potential 
users, reduce the uncertainties of who to direct inquiries 
to, and upgrade the quality of information provided. 

A long road lies ahead, but out of this conference will 
come resQJutions for acti'on and cooperation, a directory 
of nationwide information resource organizations in'^ihe 
field of rehabilitation, the establishment of support 
committees, and a renewed commjtment to use informa- 
tion for the improvement of services to disabled individu- 
als. - 

In the future, the network hopes to also include rehabilita- 
tion information providers who are not connected with 
RSA. And eventually, the Rehabilitation Information 
Network Vyill be one of several "mini-networks" in a much 
larger network which will include tffi information providers 
on handicappiTjg'conditions and related services. 

For more information on the outcome df.this conference, 
please write: 

Judith J. Senkevitch, Director ' 

National Rehabilitation Information Center 

308 Mullen Library 

Catholic Universjty of America 

Washington. D.C. 20064 

Tel: f202) 635-5826 
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Adams Renews Support for Transbiis 



National Centei^ Urge^That 
Federat Legislation For theu 
Employment of tbe^ Handicapped 
Sliould be Strongly Enforced 



,~ — A? 

• Transportation Secretaiif Br(^k Adams joined with the 
American'Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities recently in 
ari attempt to save the controversial "Transbus" program 
from delay &nd possible dilution. 

Since ordering more than a year ago that all normal-sized 
buses purchased by locgii transit systems receivinjj.federal 
subsidies (which are virtually all big-city systems) must 
meet Transbus specifications after September 30, 1979, 
the FuHng has run Into stiff opposition from the bus 
manufacturing industry and some Members of Congress. 

V 

An amendno^nt to a transportgtioil authorization bill 
approved this May by the House Public Works and 
Transportation Committee calls for Secretary Adams to 
reevaluate the Tr-ansbus order. Adams responded that the 
order should not be extended nor studied any more. 

General Motors President E. M. Estes has called the 
Transbus requiriBment to add wheelchair ramps and low 
boarding steps to buses a "serious mistake." He says the 
ramps would be "too steep for many— perhaps most- 
handicapped people to use." 

The Grumman Corporation, manufacturer of the Grum- 
man FIxIble bus. supports Transbus but also favors a 
reevaluatlon of the rule because of .uncertainties over 
design features. And AM General recently announced th|rt 
it would stop building buses because of the confusion over 
pending regulations. 

Despite the mounting confusion over the prospects for 
Transbus. the Washington Post points out that "bus 
manufacturers and transit agencies have already taken ^ 
steps to redesign their buses to improve service for handi- 
capped and elderly riders. Washington's Metro system, for 
example,' has recently oVdered 281 new FIxible buses, 
Including 150 Outfitted , with wheelchair lifts for handi- 
capped passengers." 

Title V of the Rehabilitation Act. states NCLH in its brief, is 
a comprehensive scheme to promote and expand employ- 
ment opportunities, and its provisions must be viewed as a 
whole and Interpreted consistently. Trf^refore, because 
the majority of the courts have found an implied cause of 
action under Section 504, Section 503 should be Interpret- 
ed similarly. 



I n its continued efforts to convince the courts that the U.S. 
Congress intended Section 503 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 to be effectively enforced, the fviational Center for 
Law and the Handicapped (NCLH) has submitted a brief of 
amicus curiae in the employment rights case of Afoor? v. 
Roadway Express, ^ ^ 

I n Its brief to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. 
NCLH asserts that Section 503 prohibits employment 
discrimination against the handicapped, as well as 
requires affirmative action on the part of federal contrac- 
tors with contracts of over $2500. and that handicapped 
individuals cap bring a private cause of action in federal 
court, to enforce their rights under Section 503. NCLH 
urges the court to consider the legislative history of the 
statute, as well as the applicability of legal precedents to 
this case. 

The Center's brief argues that Congress intended this 
important Act to be a "working mechanism for combating 
discrimination and ensuring an effective Rehabilitation 
Act." Furthermore, congressional records show a continu- 
al concern that the -Rehabilitation Act be 'enforced.; 
effectively. 



As amicus curiae, NOLH concludes that It is necessary to 
judicially create a cau^e-e/^ action under Section ^503 in 
order to achieve the congressional Intent that the statute 
be effectively enforced. 

For more information contact: 

Jean Postlewaite , 
Director of Public Education 
National Center.for Law 

and the Handicapped. Inc. 
1235 North Eddy Street 

South Bend, Indiana 46617 > 
Tel: (219) 288-4751 



H.^.W?8 Office for ;Q|vil RigKts ^ 
Installs Special Equipment for the 
Deaf ' • 



Special equipment, on which deaf persons can send and 
receive^ped mess/ages through standard telephone Hnes 
has been installed in W^^tilfigton. D.C., the 10 regional 
offices, and the Clevelarfoarea office pi HEW's Office for 
Civil Rights. 

These teletype systems (TTYs)will assist OCR in carrying 
out its'responsibilitiesunderSecHqn SO^of the Rehabilita- 
tion Act of 1973 which prohl^jjjsi-iiiscrimination on the 
Jsasis of handicap in aU fecierally-as^|l^ted programs and 
institutions. » * 

, The new equipment wiU make it possible for OCR staff in 
Washington and th^regional offices to communicafe^th 
deaf persons who owh or have access to similar (h\(x^^\e 
units consist pf/a phone dial, a TV screen for readlpg 
incoming messages, and a special tape recorder. Deaf 
persons use the system by diaJing special OCR phone 
numbers, then typing out their message on a keyboard. At 
the other end of the Tine, the typed messag^is displayed 
on a 12-inch blackand white video screen. If the person on 
the receiving end wants to keep a permanent record of the 
conversation, he can type-i^ecorcl the individual tones that 
each key makes and from this recording obtain a printout 
of the conversation. Conversations would be recorded 
only with the knowledge and consent of the person cajling 
the agency. % 



The list of regional offices, the nujnbQrs that can be'called 
by teletypewriter, and the states served by each regional 
offic^followsi 

Boston ^ 617-223-4000 

(Connefcticut, Maine, Massachusetts. New Hampshi,re, 
^Rhgde Island, Vermofit) 

New York 21 2^264-9464 

(New Jersey, New York,''Puert(yRico, Virgin Islands) 

Philadelphia 215-596-679^, ^ * 

(Delaware, D.C., Maryland. Pennsylvania, Virginia. West 
Virginia) ^ ^ 

Atlanta 404-221-2010 

(Alabama. Florida. Georgia. Kentucky, Mississippi, 
North Carolina. South Carolina. Tjennessee) 

^ ' i ^ 

Chicago > 31 2-353-1949 I 

(Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota. Michigan, Ohio. Wiscon- 
sin) 



In addition to the permanent office units. OCR has also 
ot5tErined 14 smaller, portable units which will be used by 
field - investigators or in meetings attended by deaf 
person^. 

OCR has conducted two staff training sessions in ord3rto 
teach staff how to utilize the new equipment. In additionT 
OCR^will make Information about the new equipment 
available to organizs^tions of 'deaf persons, advocacy 
groups and other organizations which communicate with 
the deaf. ? 

"These units will allow OCR to comtq(junlcate in an 
expeditious manner- with those persons with hearing 
Impairments to answer their questions, andvassist them in 
understandtng their rights." said David S. Tatel, Director 
of Office for Civil Rights. "We will make special efforts to 
let deaf people knd^ that they now are able to bring their 
questions and complaints to this agency on a basis 
comparable to the telephone service accorded those who 
are not deaf." 

ERIC 



Dallas 



214-767-6599 



(Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico. Oklahoma. Texas) 

Kansas City 816-374-5025 
(Iowa. Kansas. Missouri, Nebraska) 

Denver 303-837-3439 
(Colorado. Montana. North Dakota, South Dakota. 
Utah. Wyoming) 

San Francisco 415-556-1933 ^ - . ^ 

'(Arizona, California, Hawaii. Nevada. Guam, American 
Samoa) 

Seattle , 206-442-7486 

(Alaska, Idaho. Oregon, Washington) 

Cleveland Office 216-522-7022 
(Cleveland area) 

Headquarters 202-472-291 6 

(Washington,* D,C.) 
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NUD Selects States For 
Mental Healthy ^ 
Demonstration Housing / 



\ 



hlousina^ ^nd' Urban Development Secretary j'^atricia 
, ^RobertaJ^Harrls recently announced the select*N^^ 14 
stateMo participate In a unique demonstrationladbsing 
program for persons with efftonic mental illness. - 

X The "Demonstratipn Program for Deinstitutionalization of 
the Chronically Mentally Ml" was^^Ttfkt announced by 
Secretary Harris and First Lady Rosalynta Carter on June 
15. 1978. Each state was invited to compete for the.com- 
munity-based housing demonstration at that time. Forty- 
five states submitted proposals and 14 states have been 
^determined to be eligible. 

The States of Colorado, Florida, Qqorgia, KentucRy, Mary- 
land. Massachusetts.. Michigan. Minnesota. New Jersey, 
New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania. 'Rhode Island and 
Vermont have been notified* of their eligibility for the 
• program, * 

The highly original program marks the first time and 
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfar^ have 
wprked in tandem through the states to address both the 
housing and the supporj service needs that persons with 
chrpnic mental illness often face in their return to com- 
munity based living. The program will be funded by $15 
million of HUD Direct Mortgage Loans for construction, $3 
million of HUD rent subsidy 'funds to supplement 
residents* incomes, and a waiver system which states can 
use to channel HEW support services funds to the 
residential program. 

The; Deinstitutionalization Housing program will afford 
private, nonprofit sponsors in each eligible state an op- 
portunity to join In a partnership with Federal and State 
governments to address the persistent hoGding and 
human service needs of persons with chronic mental 
illness who are capable of living in communiTy based 
housing. The focus of the program will allow for HUD and"" 
HEW funds to be targeted in those states with not only th^ 
most need, but also the mqst r^eisources to insure 
a successful program for the chronically mentally Hftl^ 
achieved. L 

..The program wili!also serve as4 model to demorWtfate 
h6w Federal. State and private resources can be mobilized 
on Wnat^^ scale to address the residential and servfce 
neea?r3[f hundreds of thousands of persons with chronic 
mental illness now residing in large State or county- 
operated institutions. 

The demonstration will bq administered by HUD accord- 
ing to procedures alr-eady established in the Section 202 
Direct Loan Program. ' 

o ■■ ■ 
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Final awards will b^Njiade prior to Qctober'l, 1978. For 
more informatioTi, contact: 

Gail Gebran ^ ^ 

U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development 
Roomi9l06 
45| 7th Street. S.W. 
Wa,S'(}iington, D.C. 20410 

TeJ,:|'^q2)L^55-7366. . . 



KRM Qraws Crowds at 
HEW 25th\Anniver^ry 



The Kurzweil Reading Machine was one of four featured 
technological exhibits at the recent 25th anniversary 
celebration of the U.S. Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. Selected as the outstanding demonstration 
of the application of technology to the needs of the blind, 
the KRM was on display in the lobby ofthe new Hubert H. 
Humphrey Building iTWashington during the May 23-24 
event. The Bureau of Education for the Handicapped and 
the Rehabilitation Services Administration have funded 
the distribution and evaluation ofthe machine in schools 
and other settings. 
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AnnouncementV 



Rehabilitation Conference 





V 

The Mennmger Poundptlori'^will s^onsolr a national con- 
ference on the psychological aspects of rehabilitation in 
Topeka, Kansas. October 5-7,, 1978. The conference will 
attempt to bring together prcJTessionals'in the wicjj9 field of 
rehabilitation to address the problem of coordination and 
delivery of services to the handicapped. ThegpaLwill be to 
provide a forurh from which>a wide variety of issues and 
experiences cart tre" brought together. 'The conference 
providee.'^.ais dtrector James C. Folsom, M.D., states, "an 
opportunity to listen, to grow, to (jreak witl> tradition, and 
to crielt away pr^judfce, superstitions and myths." For 
more intorma^tion contact: Mr5; June Housholder, C9ordl- 
nator of Continuing Education, The Menninger Founda- 
tion;Bbx829, Topeka Kansas 66601. Tel.: (913) 234-9566 
ext. 3685. . ' 

Disabled Expo West 

Disabled Expo West, an international exposition of space- 
£ige gadgetry for the disabled, will be held In San 
Francisco. May 26-28, 1979. The Expo, sponsored by 
Garden Sullivan Rehabilitation of Pacific Medical Center, 
will feature an array of prototypes, interior designs, recre- 
ation ideas, and services. 

Expo officials are appealing to inventors and developers of 
special equipment for the disaWed, and plan to exhibit as 
many as possible in an effort to stimulate manufacture^Koc^ 
more information, contact: Disabled Expo West, 2750 
Geary Street, San Franeisco, California 941 18. TeL* (415) 
922-7161. ' ' 



Kennedy Institute for Handicapped Children 
H0ld9 Developmental Disabilities Conference 

Autism, behavioral meaicinb, education, genetics, and 
social and ethical Issues were.the fcrcus of the John F. 
Kennedy Institute for* Handicapped Children's confer- 
ence^ on "Developmental Disabilities: Future Directions 
and the Challenge of Applying What We Know," held June 
14-16 in Ba)t4more, ^ild. 

The keynote address for the confereiVce^as given by Dr. 
Julius RichmoQd, Surgeon General of the United States, 
and guest Jecturers itacluded: Dr, Wilbur Cohen, (Dean] 
University of MichlgaX^chool of Education; Dr.>parl- 
Haywood, Professor of Psychology and Special Educa- 
tion, Peabody College; and;Dr. Gunnar Dybwad, Emeritus 



Profeissor of Human ^Development, Florence Heller 
""'^'^^aduati^.chool, Brandels University^ ' / 

- Experts from the Kennedy Institute and Johns Hopkinsl 
offered presentations on thfL various topics as par^^-of 
xourse that Dr. Hugo W. Moser. Director of the Kennedy 
Institute.^says has b.een "designed to explore the'Multiple 
aspects of developmental disabilities, both at the basic 
scienc^and the applied level." The challenge to the con- 
ferenge members, said Mo5er,vwould then be "delivering 
the benefits of this knowledge to developmentally 
disabled persons and their families^" 

The three-d^y cqnferencerw^^s the culmination of avear of 
scientific conferences held ins:onJunction witjjjll tenth 
anniversary of the John F. Kennedy Institute for Handi- 
capped Children. , 

The Johns Hopkins University School of MedkuiJe' 
certifies that this continuing medical education activity 
meets the criteria for 21 credit hours In Category 1 of the 
Physictan's Recognition Award of the American Medical 
Association. { ^ 

For more information on the conference, contact: 
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Mrs. Kathy.Cloyd 

The John F. Kennedy Institute 

for Handicapped Children 
707 North Broadway 
Baltimore', Maryland 21205 
Tel:. (Got) 955^4432 \ 



Down's Syndrome Congress 

The Down's Syndrome Congress Sixth Annual Conven- 
tion will be held in Boston, November 1 i and 12, 1978. the 
program wiN cover a gamut of topics Including work- 
shops involving parent groups, physical and occupational 
therapy, religious concerns/ weight control, research 
update, siblings, and a workshop for professipnals. The 
keynote speaker will be Dr. AJLen Qrocker, Director of the 
Developmental Evaluation Clinic at Children's Hospital In 
Boston. Dr. John Rynders, DSC board member and 
professor of Special Education from the University of 
Minnesota, will be speaking on Project Edge. 

All persons interestjg^ in Down's syndrome are invited to 
attend.. You need^^jpt be a member' of the Down's 
Syndrome Congress to attend the.convention- For more 
information, contact Joe Canning, 35 Narragansett 
Avenue, Pawtucket, Rl 02861. Tel.: {4S1)-.723-5489. 
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Special Educatlpn Prcfducjia ^ 

Line Services, (he, recently awarded licenses to Selective* 
Education Ecjiiipment, IncS^SgE), Newton, J^ss., anCf^^i' " 

.. Encycldpaedia Britanhica tducationaP" Corp. ^$BE), 
Chicago, III., foT two special ei&ucation pro^rtucts Qevel* 
oped by the' Bureau of Education ^or the Handicapped. 
SEE WHl nd.istribute Whatjf You Couldn't, a mUlti-media 

V. program cofnpdsed of ^se^en .uoits abouV.h'andicaps 
designed to sangjtiarSetement<|ryschoQl nbpidisabled'cliiil- 
dren to a ^{Mge of handicapping conditions. EBE will' 
distribute "People You'd Like to Know/' ten 10-minute 
films to h,elp nonhandicapped children respond positively 
t^ handicapped children in schools^ For more information 
aoout the project and how to acquire BfeH-developed ma- 
terials, contact Victor, Fuchs, Director, Marl^^t Linkage 
Project for Special Educatibn, Lim: Services Inc., 829 
Eastwind Drive, Westervllle. Ohio 43081. Tel.: (614) 890- 
8200. ■ - • 



AAESPH Conference 



)nferer 
of iTie 



"Focus on Quality," the fifth annual confejfence of the 
America-n Association for the Education of Irie Severely- 
/Profbundly Handicapped, will be held in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, Octot/er 25-27, 1978. The only national conference 
exclusively concerned with severeiy/profoundly handi- 
capped citizens, "Focus on Quality" will bring together th^. 

. leaders in all area§ of this field to share ideas' and 
strategies. Presentations will concentrate on seventeen of 
the currently most talked about topics in education and 
living for this population. Over 150 speakers and exhibi- 
tors will share their knowledge via discussions and audio- 
visual presentations. Fdr more information, write: Ameri- 

. can Association for\ the Education oT the 
Severely/Profoundly Handicapped, 1600 West Armory 
Way, Seattle, Washington 98T19. 

Research Writing Contest ^ ^ 

The Presid^t's Committee ^fe^mployment of the Handi^ 
capped Jnas recently announced Its annudi "Ability 
Counts" Research Writing Contest. The theme for 19^J8ris 
"A Ramp Is a Step Ahead." The contest is first conducted 
on the,State level, with the flpalist competing in a pational 
, contest. AH juniors and seniors in high school are eligiblQ/^ 
\ to enter. This is an opportunity for them to possibly win 
^cash prizes ^nging from $500 to $2,000. For mor^ 
information on contest rules and procedures, write: 
"Ability Counts" Research Wrrting Contest, the iV^si- 
dent's Corfimittee on Employment of the Handica^ed, 
Washington, D.C. 20210. Tel.: (202) 653-5008. 
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International Access Guide 

Due to. popular^ demand, Rehabilitatio/\ Internatibnal 
U.S.A., puglishers of RehabiUtatlon World, will reprint 
their, 1978-79 International Directory of Access Gvldes for* 
free distributipn to disabled individuals, theirfamilies, and 
voluntary and other nonprofit organizations. The directo- 
ry contains 2/5 Currently available access guides for the 
disabled, compiled by the travel survey staff of Rehabilita- 
tion World. For a free copy, wr^ to: Access Guide, 
Rehabilitation International U.S.AoW West 40th St,. New 
York, NY 10018. . 



Access Booklet 




A Guide to Community Action, published by the Rehabili- 
tation Institut^ of Chicago, describes the Institute's proj- 
ect ACCESS CHICAGCy With this project, the Institute 
has developed a unified approach to the barriers problem, 
utilizing a variety of community groups and resources. Its 
projects have been geared towards general public 
awareness as well as consultation with business and gov- 
ernment bodies oh specific barrier problems. The booklet 
describes the project's history, methods of operation, apd 
Federal barriers legislation, and contains fif list of resource 
persons •and organizations. Available from: ACCESS 
CHICAGO. Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, 345 E. 
Superior Streel. Chicago. Illinois*'e061 1 . Tel.: (31 2). 525- 
2071* . , ' 

Communication Aids and Tiechhiques 

Communication Outlook is a new quarterly newsletter 
addressed to all individuals interested in the application of 
modern technology to the ne,eds of persons who experi- 
ence communication tian^^icaps due to n^urologicafl or ^ 
neuromuscular conditions. The newsletter will serve as a 
forum for ideas, issues and new developments in this field.' 
Communication Outlook is edited and published jointly by 
the Artificial Language Laboratqa^. CompOter Science* 
Department. I^yiichigan State Unlvf rsity, and the TRACE 
^Research and Development Center ,far the Severely 
Communicatively Handicapped, University of Wis^onsfn; 
Madison. It is the principal publication of the International 
Action Group for Communication Enhancement. Sub- 
scriptions are, $10 per year ($12 outside North America). 
Single copies are available for $3.00. For more informa- 
tion, write to: Communication Outlook,. Artificial L^n- 
guag^ Laboratory. Computer Science Department, Michi- 
gan State University, East La^(feing. Michigan 48824; 



Mentally ^^faVded Chlldreri/ V; 

' 'Reaphin^Out' to Parents of Newly diagnosed Retarded 
.C/r/7dreAj avajlabl© from the St.. Louis AssociatToW for 
.RQtardeiKChildren, is a training manual for peoplehfincter- 
rganizations who want to develop a parent-t^-parent 
^jotervdrUKip<3)program. Called the Parent Obtre^ca? Pro- - 

^ram.,th€Pf)Vograrn respoeds to tke needs of i^milies wfth 

\ newborn or^newly diagnosed mentallyM-etarbed thirdren.\ 
Based the belief that e^Trly intervention with parents Is 
crucial, support is given by professionally .trained parent 
volunteers who have themselves experienced and re- 
solyed similar concerns. Copies of the guide are available • 
for $1 .50 each and can be obtained by contacting: Parent 
Outreach. St, Louis Association for Retarded Children. 
1240 Dautel Lane. P.O. Box 27480. St Louis. Missouri 

^.63141. Tel.: (314) 569->2211. 



Sourcebooks on Handicaps and Aging 

The Minnesota Home Economics Association f.as receni 
ly produced two annotated sourcebooks. Developing 
Potentials for Handicaps and Developing Insights into 
Aging. These books contain annotated listings for both 
adrfliinistrative and'servicA professionals and interested 
lay ^persons. The comprehensive directories contain 
resources rerfesentative df social services, businesses, 
medjcal facillfies. privarte,orSanizfltions, scholars, authors! 
educational institutions, and government concerns. 
Annotations tor aach include descriptions of resource, 
price, orderii^g information, possible applications, and- 
.audience suitability Single copy cost for each is $4.75^ 
(10% discount on 10 copies or more). Available fromf 
Minnesota Home Economics Association, c/o Garret 
Russel. 452 Upton Ave., Sout^. Minneapolis, Minnesota 
55405. Tel.: (612) 374-1318. 



Self-Help Devices ^ 

Aids to Make you Able, by Wendy Davis, gives a 
••panoramic" view of self-help device's for handicapped 
indjyiduals. The book is easy to react, and Is well 
illustrated. A number of the devices mentioned can easily 
be made at^ome at minimal cost. Copies are available 
frpm: Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada (Prairie Divi- 
sion). 641 Tegler Building. 10189-101 St.. Edmonton 
Alberta. T5J0T8 v 
\ 
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Community Cofhpetencfes S 

Community "Competencies f(ir the tiandlcstpped, pub- 
lished by Charles C Thomas, pr'esents-an individualized 
learning program to en^le person^ wU|p all tydes c^f hand 

and devetopmental 
ry to* CHJaHfy^for^ a 
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equivalfency certificate! Over 100 mitestoneco 
arid performance^ indicators in^ ter\ major sus 
form the basis of this program. Price;»$10.75 
i#fom: Charles C Thoi;nas, Publisher. 301-327 
^Unce Ave,, Springfield. Illinois .6?703, 



to receive 
h school 
►eterlcies 
[ect areas 
ivailable 
East Law- 



WheeSchalr Sports 

Wheelchair, Chaffk>lons, by Harriet May Saviiz^^ the first 
history of the development of whee4chair sportij^he book 
. chronicles the sp^ort from its beginnings, with!||he estab- 
lishment of wheefchair basketball and football |iyeteran*s 
Inospitals in the 1940's to today's international pletwork of 
competition in wheelchair track and field, ijyvirTftwii^, 
archery, table tennis, weight-lifting, bowling. anicJ a variety 
of other sports. Price: $7.95. Available from: IhoYnas YV 
Qrowell Corripany. 10 East 53rd Street, New^ork. NY,: 
10022. 'i 

■j 

Crip-Trlps ^ ' 

Produced by the Cfenier for hidependent ^Living (n 
Berkeley. California, the new,16 minute. 16mrrj film, Crip 
Trip, is dQscribe<;l by its makers as being "designed ^ raise 
questions arid provoke discussion in workshop^? or semi- 
nars. It is a sensitising tool which helps overcome fear and 
anxiety about disability. The film speaks to people with 
disabilities by heightening their awareness- of their own 
potential for independence. It is also intended for^people 
who interact with the disabled in theiY work" Rental: $20 
plus handling (applied to purchase within 36 days).-^. 
Purchase price: $150. Available from: Canyon Cinema Co- 
op. 2:^5 3rd St.. Suite 338. San Francisco. California 
94107. Tel.: (415) 626-2255. 



CORRECTION 

Progranrw for the Handicapped.,. 78-3 incor- 
rectly listed the p/ice of .the^ftffn •11! Find a 
Way" as $450. The correct price is $415. the 
film may be obtained by contacting: 

Media Guild 

P.O. Box 881 ' ' 

Solana Beach. CA 92075 > 
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state Activities 

(Continudd from piage 11) 



"'^ State. Florida presented a series of workshops oh Section 
503 oHhe Rehabilitation Act of 19t3. 

With the advent of P.L 94-142 and^ Section 504, there is a 
great deal of activity at all leveWin regard to education. 
There are developments in 71% of the states, New Jersey 
leadihg the way by'establishing an advisory board which 
apparently will have real impact. Legislation was passed in 
29% of the states extending artd corriplementing mandat- 
. ed federal acttons. In those same states,, significant non- 
governmental activity was cited as occurring on behalf of 
handicapped individuals and education. 
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Ihthefielfl of tiousing. only South Dakota could report that 
Iegislati6h~1:m^ passed, with 41% of the states indicating 
er types of 'activity. There is evidence, however, that 
these actions are having impact. In New Jersey, a state^ 
wide steering committee has been established to develop 
housing for handicapped persons. A survey to measure 
the housing needs of 10,000 New Jersey residents Js also 
underway. In Maryland, federal funding mechanics are 
being used to creaVd new housing. Now that group 
residences are authorized by statute in all parts of that 
state, Montgomery County and Baltimore City corpora- 
tions are working to establish housing for handicapped 
people. Washington is hdlding a conference concerning 
the use of existing mechanisms to obtain more housing. 

^^c^AUCh more activity was reported in the field of transporta* 
tlon with 71% of the states indicating governmental action 
taken and 24% mentijpning the; passing of leglslatioa Plan* 
ners of the proposejJ Baltimore subway system are 
working with a committee of handicapijed citizens. A pilot 
paratransit system with 2.200 users now exists in that city. 
While Baltimore refuses to retrofit existing buses to make 
them accessible. New Jersey is doing so for 80 buses. 
Massachusetts is requiring that at least one-third of Its 
hew buses hav6 lifts added, and Michigan is establishing a 

' rjloratorium on the spending of new funds for transporta- 
tion unti) accessibility is guaranlegd. Washington, where 
water, transportation Is important^^hade Its ferry boats 
accessible. 



One of the strongest supported recommendations St the 
White Housd Conference urged the establishment of a 
state office to work on behalf of handicapped individuals. 
The creation of such an office occurred in 35% of the 
states, and significant progress is being made in another 
53%. The need to establish a governmental focus to 
advocate, coordinate, and monitoi' the Implementation of > 
the recommendations is an important one. Some types of 
state conferences of handic^lpped persons are planned in 
35% of the states, while ariother 29% have already held 
sJch a function. The rolepf handicapped citizens in policy 
formation i9 expanding, and the influence of that "last 
; minojrjty' is.flfiatly being felt. Perhaps this development is 
best rejpr^sented in the policy declaration of the Texas 
legislature, which states that handicapped persons must 
be able toMive independent lives with dignity and full 
participation in the community. The Governor of Texps 
endorsed that policy and the people of Texas will vote on a 
constitutional amendmer>t embodying itiWuring the 1978 
general election this November. 

The voice of the handicapped cbmmunity. as transmitted 
through the White House Conference, is now being heard 
and some progress Is being made. More important than 
any single change, howeveriis the evolution of the handi- 
capped community from a group of individuals to a ' 
committed citizens group working to construct an envi- 
ron/nent in which disabled persons can realize the White 
House Conference goal: an independent life with dignity 
and fill! participation in the community 




' New from OHI 

BARRIER- FREE 
ENVIRONMENT 
RESOURCE GUIDE 

Information sources 

• Funding guide 

• Bibliography «of Federal publications 

Available vi/it*jout charge from 

Office for Handicapped Individuals, DHEW 

338D ^ubert Humphrey Building 

200 Independence Ave., S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

Tel: (202) 245-1961 
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